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Beutler laid out the reasons for the fee, to start with,
pretty well, the reason bein g that surface wate r
appropriators would like to be able to achieve recognition
that part of that surface water is actually being used for
groundwater re c h a r g e, f o r zncidental ground water recharge.
We are -alking about irrigation districts that are a l r e ady
xn operation. W e are not talking about new projects. We
are talking about an irrigation di strict that is in
operation for the purpose of providing surface wate r t o
surface water irrigators. S enator Beu t l e r gave yo u some
figures. He talked about $17.50 as opposed to 50 cents, but
l et me r e mind you t h a t i nd i v i d u a l w h o is us ing underground
water is having to pay to pump the water out of the ground.
He's got the cost of his own well. He had to drill the well
to star- with. He had to pay for the cost of the well. He
had to pay for all the equipment that went with t he we l ' .
He has =o pay for the motor on the well, a nd h e h a s t o p a y
for the energy that the well uses. So I would suggest to
Senator Beutler that that difference in cost is no t n e a r > y
as great as what he is trying to portray. A lso, t h e p u r p o se
for the 50 cent...one-time 50 cent fee was because there are
a number of small irrigation districts w ho are i n d a n ger o f
having their appropriations reduced drastically because a
lot of their surface water irrigators have, in fact, quit
using as much of the surface water. Now if we require them
to set out the mechanisms zn the first part that Senator
Beutler related to, that the benefit has to b e spe l l e d o u t
and the degree of the benefit, then what we are saying to
t hose sm a ll i r r i ga t i on districts is t hat t h ey simply,
probably will not be able to come up with the funds to go
through those mechanisms, hire the hydrologist and so forth
to determine the degree. The key i s t h e de g re e . Und e r t he
mechanism of th e cu rrent...of the 50 cent one-time, i f
you' ve g ot any recharge wh a t s o e v e r , whet h er i t ' s be e n a
large amount or a small amount, a 50 cent fee, one-time, al l
t hey woul d h ave t o indicate would be that there has been
s ome groundwate r r ech a r g e . Under the other mechanism, under
the mechanism that Senator Beutler says should b e the o n l y
mechanism, they have to determine the degre e o f r ech ar g e ,
and t h e n ch a r g e acc or d i n g t o that degree. It m ay be a
maximum of 50 cents per acre . I t may b e a minimum o f
10 cents per acre. But they would have to allocate it back
d own based on t h e d e g ree o f g r o u ndwater r e c h a r ge . The poin t
i s t h a t i f we r ea l l y expect L B 19 8 o f a f ew yea r s ago to
work in getting a mechanism in the statutes to allow surface
appropriators to protect their appropriation, I think it is
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